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In 1990 executives at Motorola recognized the need to identify and 

promote the exemplary work of  public servants throughout the State 

of  Illinois. Motorola had previously worked with the Illinois business 

community to support the achievements and hard work of  non-elected 

government officials.

Now in its 18th year, and sponsored by the Motorola Foundation, the 

Excellence in Public Service Award annually recognizes a non-elected 

government official who has had an extraordinary impact on the 

quality of  government services in the City of  Chicago, Cook County, 

and the State of  Illinois.  The award seeks to honor individuals who 

show dedication to a vision of  quality management, leadership, and 

innovation that leads to lasting achievements and more effective 

government in Illinois.

The 2009 Motorola Foundation Excellence in Public Service Award 

is an original print from 1856 of  the Old State Capitol Building in 

Springfield, Illinois.
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2009 HonorEE 
Judy Erwin

Executive Director of  the
 Illinois Board of  Higher Education

Judy Erwin has served as the Executive Director of  the Illinois Board of  Higher Education (IBHE), the 

State’s coordinating board for postsecondary education, since 2005. She came to IBHE after serving in 

the Illinois House of  Representatives for 10 years, representing a district that included Chicago’s Loop, 

Near North, and Lincoln Park neighborhoods.  In the House, Judy chaired the House Higher Education 

Committee and served as Vice-Chair of  the Appropriations-Higher Education Committee.  She was 

active in the Conference of  Women Legislators and in the National Conference of  State Legislatures.

As the Executive Director of  IBHE, she manages a professional staff  responsible for a $2.7 billion 

higher education budget and academic program approvals for all postsecondary degree granting 

programs in the State of  Illinois.   Since her term at IBHE began in 2005, Judy has worked successfully 

with a broad group of  constituencies to develop an “Illinois Public Agenda for College and Career 

Success,” focused on four key goals to improve educational attainment for Illinois residents and 

strengthen the links between education and the economy.  She has been instrumental in Illinois’ creation 

of  a P-20 Longitudinal Student Data System and the State’s participation in the American Diploma 

Project to improve academic preparation for Illinois high school students.  Prior to her term in the 

Illinois House of  Representatives, Judy had the privilege of  serving as the Communications Director 

for Senate President Philip J. Rock from 1979 to 1992. 

Judy is a member of  the Executive Committee of  the State Higher Education Executive Officers 

Organization (SHEEO), a Commissioner on the Midwestern Higher Education Compact (MHEC), 

and a Board member of  the Illinois Education Research Council.  Judy has served on the Executive 

Committee of  the Chicago Community Trust since 2003, appointed by Mayor Richard M. Daley. She is 

also a Board member of  Planned Parenthood Illinois. 

Judy holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of  Wisconsin-Whitewater, a master’s degree 

from the former National College of  Education (now National-Louis University), and is ABD (All 

But Dissertation) from the University of  Illinois at Chicago in Public Policy Analysis and Political 

Science.  She also attended the Kennedy School of  Government’s Senior Executives in State and Local 

Government program at Harvard University. 
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PASt HonorEES

2008 ArnE duncAn, cHiEf ExEcutivE officEr, cHicAgo Public ScHoolS

2007 ron HubErmAn, PrESidEnt, cHicAgo trAnSit AutHority

2006 lori HEAlEy, commiSSionEr, cHicAgo dEPArtmEnt of PlAnning And dEvEloPmEnt

2005 SHirlEy mAdigAn, cHAir, illinoiS ArtS council

2004 tErry PEtErSon, cHiEf ExEcutivE officEr, cHicAgo HouSing AutHority

2003 JAmES JoycE, commiSSionEr, cHicAgo firE dEPArtmEnt

2002 PAm mcdonougH, dirEctor, illinoiS dEPArtmEnt of commErcE & community AffAirS

2001 williAm HollAnd, Auditor gEnErAl, StAtE of illinoiS

2000 mAry dEmPSEy, commiSSionEr, cHicAgo Public librAry

2000 AudrEy mccrimon, ASSiStAnt to SEcrEtAry, illinoiS dEPArtmEnt of HumAn SErvicES

1999 loiS wEiSbErg, commiSSionEr, cHicAgo dEPArtmEnt of culturAl AffAirS

1998 PAul vAllAS, cHiEf ExEcutivE officEr, cHicAgo Public ScHoolS

1997 JESS mcdonAld, dirEctor, illinoiS dEPArtmEnt of cHildrEn And fAmily SErvicES

1996 ricHArd wAgnEr, dirEctor, illinoiS boArd of HigHEr EducAtion

1995 robErt bElcAStEr, cHAirmAn, cHicAgo trAnSit AutHority

1994 rutH rotHStEin, dirEctor, cook county HoSPitAl

1993 mAry dEckEr lArAiA, dirEctor, cook county cAPitAl PlAnning

1992 SiStEr SHEliA lynE, commiSSionEr, cHicAgo dEPArtmEnt of HEAltH
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